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How to replace or repair damaged crown molding trim.

Written By: Merick Juarez

This document was generated on 2020-12-17 10:42:33 PM (MST).
© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 1 of 11



Crown Molding Trim Replacement Guide ID: 137441 - Draft: 2020-12-17

INTRODUCTION

This guide will help those trying to preserve and restore crown molding within their home or
business. My step-by-step guide will show you how to remove, restore, and reinstall crown molding
without causing further damage.

The most difficult task for this repair is removing the crown molding. This can take patience. It is
important to go slow and work the crown molding from the wall a little at a time. Going too fast or
applying too much pressure at once could potentially cause more damage.

After the molding is removed, the magic happens. Identify any damage that may have already
existed and/or that might have occurred during the removal process. Once you have identified what
needs repaired, you can add your adhesive to the splits, cracks, or holes. Keep in mind the adhesive
has to dry or it will not be effective.

Once the cure time has expired, you can begin to reinstall your molding. If you've determined that
new material is needed, you need to make some measurements and cuts before continuing. Make
sure to measure the top and bottom lengths of the molding since joints can vary. Also, take into
consideration the angle at which the cut needs to be made. If possible, it is always good to gauge
your new cuts with the molding being replaced. However, careful measurements may be needed if
the cuts from the original molding are not within expectation. Once the cuts have been made and the
molding fits to standard, you can begin reinstalling.

During the installation process you will need to make sure the molding is in the correct position
before securing it to the wall. Make sure the seams between the wall, joints, and ceiling are smooth.
This will create a perfect bond between surrounding surfaces after the caulk is applied.

After the caulk has cured, paint can be applied to restore your home or business to its original glory.
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TOOLS:
Razor Blade (1)
Pry Bar (1)
The flatter the pry bar the better.
Hammer (1)
Handsaw (1)

Measuring Tape (1)

2 1/2" Wood Nails (1)
Caulk (1)

Caulking Gun (1)
Best Wood Glue (1)
Ladder (1)

Rubber Tip Clamp (1)
Pencil (1)
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http://www.amazon.com/OEM-25181-Razor-Blades-Pack/dp/B000CMFJZ2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1377190018&sr=8-1&keywords=razor+blade
https://www.amazon.com/Vaughan-B215-15-Inch-Original-SuperBar/dp/B00002N5VN
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0000224VG/
file:///Item/Saw
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B000PSA6GU/
file:///Item/2_1_2%2522_Wood_Nails
https://www.amazon.com/Gorilla-Silicone-Waterproof-Resistant-Cartridge/dp/B01NCSN5AS/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=caulk&qid=1564767663&s=gateway&sr=8-3
file:///Item/Caulking_Gun
file:///Item/Best_Wood_Glue
http://www.amazon.com/Louisville-Ladder-AS2106-250-Pound-Stepladder/dp/B0013KUN2G/ref=sr_1_sc_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1407525795&sr=8-3-spell&keywords=ladderm
http://homedepot.com
http://www.amazon.com/Dixon-Ticonderoga-Wood-Cased-Pencils-13882/dp/B001AZ1D3C/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370629479&sr=8-1
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Step 1 — Crown Molding Trim

/I Make careful slow cuts to avoid injury.

e Cut around the seam of the crown molding with a knife or razor blade.
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& Avoid prying too hard, which may cause damage to the wall or trim.

e Gently pry the molding from the wall using a flat prying tool such as a putty knife.

@ It is important to take your time to prevent further damage to the molding or wall. This step may
take several minutes to complete.

e Work the putty knife back and further along the seams to gradually pry the molding from the wall.
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e Remove old nails, caulk, or adhesives from the wall and/or molding.

Step 4

@ Assess any damage to the crown molding.
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Step 5

(i) Damage to this extent will likely be
beyond repair. It will be better to
replace that section of molding with
new material.

o Fillin holes created from nails with wood glue or adhesive.
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Step 7

o Identify splits or cracks that are within the scope of repair.
o If possible, place the nozzle underneath the split or crack and apply adhesive.

e Remove any excess adhesive.

Step 8

o Apply rubber tip clamps to the repair
area.

@ Read the instructions on the bottle
of adhesive being used and know
your product's cure time. Keep the
clamp applied until the end of the
cure time.
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o Make measurements to prepare for the proper cut.

@ Make accurate measurements at the top and bottom of the molding since the length at the joints
can vary.

Step 10

@ Use a pencil to mark your measurements.
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Step 11

& Be careful when using a saw, as
they can cause serious injury.

@ Use a saw to cut the trim.

@ A skill saw is recommended to get a
clean, precise cut. A hand saw is
doable and may be a cheaper
alternative. If a hand saw is used,
make sure it is specific for wood
cutting to get smooth-edged cuts.

@ Secure the molding to the wall using trim nails.

@ The nails need to be long enough to penetrate the molding and the wall. A nail gun is

recommended, but a hammer and nail is a doable alternative. Nail placement is recommended for
every one to two feet.
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Step 13

e Caulk the seams of the trim to make
a clean transition between wall,
ceiling, and adjacent trim.

e Smooth and remove excessive
caulk.

(@) Allow time for the caulk to cure.
Once it is cured, the trim is ready to
paint. Painting the trim will add a
smoothness to the appearance and
hide exposed nails or glue marks.
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