
Sony Vaio VPCF126FM DC Charger Jack
Replacement

If your plug is all loose and wobbly in the dc jack and the laptop is intermittently charging on your
Sony Vaio check this out to see how easy it is to replace the jack and get the plug tight and

transferring power like new for around $15.
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INTRODUCTION

This guide will show steps on how to remove the back case, remove the old DC jack, install the new
one, and then put it all back together again.

TOOLS:
Phillips #0 Screwdriver (1)

PARTS:
DC-in power jack for Vaio VPCF (1)
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Step 1 — DC Charger Jack

 

Does your charging port look like this, with two pins one on top of the other.

It should have a plastic post in the middle with those pins contained inside.

Odds are if you carry your laptop around a lot you've bumped the plug and it broke that post out
and your plug suddenly got all loose and wobbly.



The first step is to buy the replacement DC jack.

Then check out the remaining steps to replace that worn out DC jack with your new one.
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Step 2

  

First power down the computer completely.

Next remove the battery by pushing in on the two sliding locks and pulling out.

There are 21 Philips head screws, including the four that were underneath the battery, as shown in
the photo.



Remove the screws. Beware: Most are the same size, but a few may be different, depending on
the exact model. On mine, there was a larger screw nearest the ethernet port, and two small
screws nearest the middle of the battery compartment. Note the position of any differently sized
ones.



Remove the plates covering the hard drive bay and the memory slots, and set them aside.

Pull out on the optical drive to remove it. Set it aside. Now remove the three small screws that
were underneath the optical drive edge.



Remove the two screws that retain the hard drive caddy. To disengage it, slide the hard drive
towards the edge where the optical drive was, and lift to remove it. Then set it aside.


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Step 3

Now all screws should be removed.

Carefully lift up on the side that the
disk drive came out of and push on
the two snaps that are near the front
of the hard drive bay.



It should pull up easily. If it
doesn't check for missed screws.



Now push it gently sideways
towards the other side and it should
pop off of the eSata, HDMI, and
VGA ports.



Now the back should be fully off.
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Step 4

  

Now you should see a cord running around the outside of the fan with two red wires and two black
wires, this is the dc jack wires.



Unplug this connector, gently.

Now flip the computer over and pop off the panel containing the speaker grille. There are multiple
clips along its length. I just stuck my fingernail under its left edge next to the dc jack's chrome trim
and pried it up gently and worked my way across until it completely popped off.



Remember these are small plastic clips so go slowly and cautiously.

Now you should see the other side of that dc jack wire coming up through a hole and going to
(where else) the dc jack.



Remove the one screw on top and pull the metal cover off.

This part is tricky. Pull back on the jack and up at the same time so it pulls out of the hole. It takes
a little work just be careful not to break the nice shiny chrome trim. Using needle nose pliers
around the plastic body of the jack may help.


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Step 5

 

Now that the old wobbly jack is out, pull the rest of the wires through the hole in the frame.

Then feed the wires of the new jack through that same hole.

On my replacement, there was a ferrite bead halfway along the wire, wrapped in shrinkable tube
insulation, which together was too large to feed through the case. I had to carefully snip away
the tube, feed through the wires, and slip on a fresh piece of 10mm shrink tube from the other
side.



The new jack should go in easier than the old one came out. Make sure it is aligned the same as
the old one with the wires going away from the screen, and snap it in.



Then put that metal cover back over it and place the short wire with the ring terminal on top of that,
then re-install the screw through that connector and tighten it down.



Beware: On my replacement jack, the metal cover was so tight to the positive wire (nearest the
top of the jack) that it shorted out after reassembly (the green light on the power brick cut out as
soon as I plugged it in).



I used needle nose pliers to open out the right angle of the metal cover, away from the wire, and
added a small piece of insulating tape under it to prevent shorting.


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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Step 6

  

Now carefully snap the speaker grille back into place and flip the laptop over onto its back and
take the wires from the dc jack and route them the same way the old one was.



Then reconnect the plug with two red wires and two black wires and push it all the way in.

Now take the back cover and slip it over the eSata port, HDMI, and VGA, and snap it back down.

Now re-install a screw in each corner loosely and make sure all the edges are down and the
switches work. If everything looks good finish putting everything back together in the reverse way
we took it apart.



Tip: do the three screws on the edge of the optical drive housing first, then insert both drives.
Only do the two arrowed screws on the hard drive, as the cover plate goes through the other
two.



Now turn on the laptop and make sure everything works then plug in the charger cord and feel that
nice tight snap and a gratifying orange charge light on the front. Then pat yourself on the back, you
are done!


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